
GHOSTWRITER PUBLIC HOUSE
CASE STUDY



WRITING OUR  
OWN STORY

From brass knuckle tap handles to 

custom hot rolled steel countertops, 

every inch of Ghostwriter Public House 

has been thoughtfully designed and 

outfitted by Crow Works. The full-

service bar and restaurant started as 

the brainchild of Crow Works owners 

Dennis and Denise Blankemeyer.

Says Denise, “Dennis and I grew up 

in a small town in Ohio, and we have 

always been drawn to small, tight-

knit communities. When we recently 

moved our team from Columbus to 

Johnstown, we saw an opportunity to 

give back by creating a gathering place 

for our neighbors and friends in the 

community.”

Ghostwriter is located on the first 

floor of the Crow Works office building 

at 49-1/2 S. Main St. in Johnstown, 

Ohio and the restaurant opened on 

November 15th, 2019. Besides serving 

as a showcase for Crow Works curated 

and custom products, the restaurant 

now serves as a social space for Crow 

Works team members and the local 

communities.



DESIGNED FROM  
FLOOR TO RAFTERS

The building that houses Ghostwriter 

was constructed back in the early 

1900s, and the Blankemeyers wanted 

to restore the building’s original 

character. The design features plastered 

and white-washed brick walls, dark 

rafters, and an exterior facelift.

The resulting space is light and airy 

during the day and warm and cozy 

after the sun sets. Dennis explains, 

“Wherever we travel, we enjoy finding 

warm, welcoming establishments 

where people connect with each other 

over great food and drink. That’s the 

inspiration for Ghostwriter.”

The dramatic interior is due in large 

part to the fact that the majority of the 

lighting is indirect. Warm LED lighting 

tape was used above and below the 

bars, booth, and banquette seating. 

The final dramatic moment is held 

by the three large Swarovski crystal 

chandeliers, adding visual impact and 

elegance.



DETAILS MATTER

Ghostwriter was designed to be a showcase for Crow 

Works products and manufacturing capabilities. The 

new designs for this restaurant include: dining chairs, 

bar stools, footrail, turned walnut tables, metal wood 

storage cabinets, brass tap handles, walnut trays, 

custom aprons for the staff, and brass candle holders. 

The final furniture package came together by pairing 

timeless products from the Curated collection with 

highly customized accents.



CARE IN EVERY ELEMENT

Chef Brett Fife, formerly of Lindey’s in Columbus, leads the Ghostwriter team each week, resulting in not just a beautifully 

designed space, but equally thoughtful kitchen.

Fife’s carefully crafted menu is filled with locally sourced ingredients and creative preparations of classic American dishes.

Ghostwriter is one of the first restaurants in Ohio using a live flame over an open grill. Oak, Hickory, and charcoal are used 

to give many dishes a rich smoky flavor.



A SPACE THAT  
TELLS A STORY

Throughout the experience of opening 

Ghostwriter, our teams have focused 

on creating an environment that feels 

elevated yet approachable where people 

can come together.

At Crow Works, we know that the 

products we make will never be as 

important as what they help people do, 

and Ghostwriter is an example of that 

idea. To walk into the restaurant and 

feel the energy and life in the space, it 

brings the purpose behind Crow Works 

full circle.

We aim to create experiences and 

environments where people can connect 

to each other and the world around 

them. In our opinion, there’s no better 

place to do that then over a satisfying 

meal with good company, sharing 

stories and building relationships.


